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Statistics of Amputation. —Dr. Thos. F. Betton, of Germantown, gives ( Medical 
Examiner, Feb. 1846), the following table of cases of amputation in his private 
practice from June 1833, to Jan. 1846. 


2 W. H. 


22 Male. 
35 Male. 


3A.W. 12 Male Black 

4 H. S. 50 Male. 

5 M. B. 13 Female. 


7 W. B. 

8 A. W. 


10N.B. 


32 Female. 

50 Male. 

18 Female. 


12 Male 



11J. H. |35|Male. 


12 J. K. 42 Female. 


13 P. L. 30 Male. 


14 J. C. 18 Male. 

15 B. M. 30 Male. 


Cause of Removal. 


Fungus Hasraatodes. 

! Compound fracture, ) 
caused by machinery, J 
Fungus Hffimatodes. 
Scrofulous disease ) 
of Ankle-joint. i 

Lacerated by a ma- 1 
chine for tearing flax, j 
Scrofulous disease ) 
of ankle-joint. j 

Gangrene. 

Necrosis. 

Gunshot wound of 
Hand. 

Compound fracture 
from Rocks in a Quar¬ 
ry. 

Compound fracture 
from premature ex¬ 
plosion of a blast. 

Scrofulous disease 
of leg of many years. 

Compound fracture 
by a Rock of 4 ton 
weight falling on the 
foot. 

Hand tom in a cot¬ 
ton carding machine. 

Mashed by a Loco¬ 
motive Engine. 


Where 

Removed. 


Thigh. Recovered. 

Forearm. Recovered. 

Thigh. Recovered. 

Leg. Recovered. 

Arm. Recovered. 

jLeg. Recovered. 

Thigh. Died. 

Leg. Recovered. 

Forearm. Recovered. 

Forearm. Recovered. 


Forearm. Recovered. 


Recovered. 


Recovered. 


Forearm. Recovered. 
Both Legs. Recovered. 


Remarks .—“The only case possessing much interest is No. 15, in which both 
legs were removed. The man had been thrown down on the railroad by the 
locomotive, which passed over his legs diagonally, tearing them most horribly, 
and splintering the bones nearly to the knee-joint. He received, in addition, a 
severe concussion of the brain; and at the time of the operation was totally un¬ 
conscious of everything around him—nor did he, for a week subsequently, know 
that his limbs had been injured. He was, fortunately, a man of strictly temperate 
habits, which, added to a good constitution, no doubt secured his recovery. A 
recovery from amputation of both legs, for a recent accident, especially so severe 
as that produced by a locomotive, is, I believe, uncommon.” 

Case of Aneurismal Varix cured by Compression. By Wm, Desprez, M. R. C. S. 
(New Orleans Med. and Surg. Journ .)—So few cases of cure of false aneurism 
at the bend of the arm by compression, have been recorded, except when 
this means was resorted to immediately after the accident, that the following, 
related by Mr. Desprez, of Franklin Co., Alabama, will be read with interest. 

The subject of this case was a young lady 17 years of age, of spare habit and 
nervous temperament, in whom the aneurism resulted from a wound in the artery, 
in venesection. When Mr. D. saw her, July 24th, three weeks after the accident 
he found a pulsating tumour, about the size of a hickory-nut, at the bend of the 
arm; pulsation, synchronous with that of the radial artery, considerably diminished 
by applying pressure on the brachial artery', but enlarging again as soon as it was 
removed. On examining the cicatrix, which was very small, he found that the 
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operator had missed the vein and cut into the artery. The stethoscope gave the 
“ bruil de soufflet ” very distinctly. She had occasional shooting pains along the 
course of the ulnar nerve, particularly attending the least motion, which was con¬ 
sequently very limited. As she and her friends dreaded the operation so much, 
Mr. D. was induced to try what pressure would do. He commenced by applying 
a bandage on each finger; after which he put on a roller bandage, and applied 
graduated compresses over the tumour, and along the course of the artery, gave 
her tinct. digitalis gutt. x quarta q. q. hora; recommended rest and low diet, and 
to keep the arm in the horizontal position. 

In the early part of Sept., the tumour being but little reduced in size, he deter¬ 
mined to adopt the mode of pressure employed by Mr. Bellingham in popliteal 
aneurism. Accordingly he got two pyxsse-arteres, made much on the principle 
recommended by him, and applied them on the 17th of September; but consi¬ 
dered that as the compress on the tumour and the bandages did not give any an¬ 
noyance, he would leave them on, and thereby make assurances doubly sure. On 
the 25th, he had the satisfaction of seeing the tumour somewhat smaller. The 
patient continued to improve slowly, but perceptibly, and about the 15th inst. she 
found her arm so well that she took off all the “ fixings,” as she called them. Since 
then the arm, which in consequence of the long pressure kept up, was smaller 
than the other, has nearly recovered its normal size and strength. On Mr. D.’s 
last visit, the 18th Dec., he could perceive no remains of the tumour; the artery 
seems pervious along its course ; the cicatrix is nearly ith inch to the inner side 
of the vein, obviously showing the sad mistake the operator made in bleeding. 

Velpeau’s New Caustic. —In our preceding No., p. 203, we gave an account of a 
caustic formed by a mixture of saffron and sulphuric acid, a combination, the 
merit of which M. Velpeau has taken to himself. Our friend, Prof. Geddings, of 
Charleston, in a note in the Southern Journ. of Med. and Pharm. (March. 1846,) 
states that “ this caustic of Velpeau , was many years ago strongly recommended by 
the late distinguished Prof. Joh. Nep. Rust, of Berlin,—first, it is believed, in his 
Magabin der Chirurg. und Hielkunde, bd. iv., and more recently in his Theoret. 
Praktisches Handbuch der Chirurgie, article Acidum Sulphuricum, Erster Band, 
p. 274, Berlin, 1830. In this latter article the combination of saffron with sulphuric 
acid is particularly recommended in the proportion of from four to six grains of 
the former with one drachm of the latter, as an effectual application to morbid 
growths, in the mouth and about the neck—for the destruction of degenerations 
succeeding the operation for ranula, osteo-steatoma of the lower jaw, &c. The 
paste, formed by the union of the two ingredients, is applied to the diseased part 
by means of a pencil, and owing to the consistence imparted by the saffron to 
the acid, its action is confined to proper limits. 

“Again, in the article Caustica. in the Encyclopadesches Worterbuch derMedi- 
cinisch, Wissenchaften, Band vii., p. 301, Berlin, 1831, furnished by Professor 
Seifert, of Greifswald, we find the following expressions in relation to the same 
caustic: ( These unpleasant consequences (viz., the too wide diffusion of the 
sulphuric acid), may be in part obviated by combining the sulphuric acid with 
crocus, (saffron,) as recommended by Rust—by means of which a degree of con¬ 
sistence is imparted, which prevents its too extensive influence. Applied in this 
state, by means of a camel’s hair pencil, it acts with great efficacy, and with but 
little pain, in the removal of polypi, ordinary warts, and other morbid products.’ 

“ In the Handworterbuch der Gesamnt-Chirurgie und Augenheilkunde, edited 
by Walther, Jager and Radiuz, we again meet with the famous Caustic of Velpeau. 
In Band i., p. 55, Leipzig, 1836, the following remark occurs, ‘ Rust recommends, 
with the view of limiting the action of the sulphuric acid to the part to be de¬ 
stroyed, to combine it with saffron, in the following proportions: R. croci orien- 
talis gr. vi.; acidi sulphurici Ji.; m. s., to be applied to the diseased part with a 
camel’s hair pencil.’ 

“ It will be seen from these remarks, how far we are indebted to the ( investiga¬ 
tions’ of M. Velpeau, for supplying us with a new potential caustic.” 



